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THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens 
   (Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)
Team Vicar:  Prebendary John Good
   The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ
   Telephone 01305 889466
   johngood.martinstown@hotmail.co.uk

The Parish of the Winterbournes
Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a 
single Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton

Churchwardens
 Dick Corbett-Winder  889410 Bruce Robertson
 John Crawford  889377  Martin Hartley  889239
 PCC Hon. Secretary     Rosemary Duke   889555
 PCC Hon. Treasurer     Bruce Robertson

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwardens Jeremy Russell  01308 482227
   Peter Steel 01308 482782
 PCC Hon. Secretary Tessa Russell  01308 482227
• Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, 
Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit.   The Clergy would welcome 
being kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have 
answerphones for you to leave a message.
• If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the 
Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of the person 
involved is assured.
• Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off

SERVICES

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays, Tuesdays ,Wednesdays and Fridays
 
08.30 Martinstown.  All of whatever Christian tradition are welcome.

Fourth Sundays 11.00 at Martinstown is generally more an informal 
Eucharist to which we encourage parents and children..
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FROM THE REGISTERS
Baptised into Christ on Sunday 20 November 2011 at Martinstown
Austin John Derek Coates
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Dear Reader,                December 2011
Ken Costa, onetime merchant banker, recently used the phrase “losing 

moral moorings” as the debate about capitalism flows around the steps of St 
Paul’s Cathedral, in the media, and among those eager to exploit senior clergy 
disagreeing so publicly as they tried finding a way through complex issues. 
Capitalism and ethical investment, sexuality, women and work, women and the 
church, and a string of issues will always find protagonists for a variety of 
strongly-held and seemingly irreconcilable views – if only things were 
straightforward and clear cut! The Church too is in constant danger of slipping 
its moral moorings: indulgences, relics, nepotism and simony have blighted its 
history; fundamentalism and theological intolerance threaten it today. But what 
is overlooked in the current storm of comment is consistent quiet, patient service 
to the community. It was a parish priest in Notting Hill, Bruce Kenrick who 
motivated a group of people to stand against unscrupulous landlords, and the 
film, “Cathy come home” which shocked many, and in 1966 founded “Shelter”. 
“Oxfam” was set up in 1942 by Quakers and Oxford Academics eager to relieve 
famine, and to petition Churchill’s war-time coalition government to allow food 
through to Axis-occupied Greece, starving in the second world war. In Dulwich 
and Clapton Reverend Edward Rudolph opened free homes for destitute 
children at the end of the nineteenth century. In 1985 under the leadership of 
Archbishop Robert Runcie, the report “Faith in City” generated controversy and 
criticism as it addressed growing economic and spiritual poverty, but initiated 
the Church Urban Fund. Anglicans raised £20 million for the Fund, at that time 
a very large sum of money, to provide resources for a plethora of projects 
largely in deprived areas of Britain. More than twenty-five years on, CUF still 
works effectively often with the poorest and marginalised. Today Food banks 
and Credit Unions are a part of the response Christians and people of other 
Faiths to the victims and casualties of “the system”
Christmas is so easily trivialised and diminished by sentimentality or dismissed 
as just another commercial opportunity. In fact, for Christians, celebrating the 
birth of Jesus speaks of God coming with good news for poor, setting people 
free,
restoration of the human spirit. A famous carol includes these words: “Hush the 
noise, ye men of strife and hear the angels sing” Christ brings peace and joy into 
our loud, harsh, strident and often selfish world. He stands along with peace-
makers, and those committed in Faith in many churches (including the Church 
of England) to their communities and who find blessedness in serving, helping 
people on their way.

Happy Christmas!  John
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SUNDAY READINGS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

4th December 2nd of Advent  Isaiah 40: 1 - 11
     2 Peter 3: 8 - 15a
     Mark 1: 1 - 8

11th December 3rd of Advent Isaiah 61: 1 - 4, 8 - 11 
     1 Thessalonians 5: 16 – 24
     John 1: 6 - 8, 19 - 28

18th December 4th of Advent 2 Samuel 7: 1 - 11, 16
     Romans 16: 25 - 27
     Luke 1: 26 - 38

25th December Christmas Day Isaiah 52: 7 - 10
     Hebrews 1: 1 - 4
     John 1: 1 - 14

1st January Naming and  Numbers 6: 22 - end
  Circumcision of Jesus Galatians 4: 4 - 7
     Luke 2: 15 - 21

8th January Epiphany  Isaiah 60: 1 - 6
     Ephesians 3: 1 - 12
     Matthew 2: 1 - 12

15th January 2nd of Epiphany 1 Samuel 3: 1 - 10
     Revelation 5: 1 - 10
     John 1: 43 - 51

22nd January 3rd of Epiphany Genesis 14: 17 - 20
     Revelation 19: 6 - 10
     John 2: 1 – 11

29th January 4th of Epiphany Deuteronomy 18: 15 – 20
     Revelation 12: 1 – 5a
     Mark 1: 21 - 28
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St. Mary’s Church Winterbourne Abbas
HELP - WANTED

Are you able to help with Cleaning and/or Flower arranging?
We are in desperate need for volunteers to join the cleaning rota to help 
keep our church building ‘spick and span’. This need not be an onerous 
duty as the more people who are on the roster then the less frequent 
would you be required.
Similarly is there an anniversary or a loved one you would like to 
remember by providing Flowers in the church?
If you are able to help in any way please contact

Thank you in anticipation.
Janet Reading, 17, Butt Farm Close (Tel: 889693)

REMEMBRANCE
For the third year running a good crowd around seventy assembled on the Green 
art Martinstown for the two minutes silence and commemoration of the Fallen. 
Many came into Church afterwards.   Beforehand the bells were rung, a quarter 
peal half-muffled, honouring the five men who died in the second world war and 
whose memorial they are.  At Steepleton only a handful joined Rev’d Jo 
Lacy-Smith and the musicians.   I would like to know the reason for the sudden 
drop in attendance ??  Did we get it wrong ?    At Compton Valence a wreath 
was laid on the memorial to three Privates serving with the Dorset Regiment. At 
Abbas on Armistice Day, ten of us stood in silence as the traffic whizzed by, and 
after the School’s Silence at 11 am, Rachel Horne brought two children from 
Reception Class to the Memorial to lay a wreath.  The big Dorchester Parade on 
Remembrance Sunday is always a big attraction and involves young people in 
uniform, but it is good that we are able still to honour those from our villages 
locally and promote the life of our Parish Churches and their place in the 
community.     
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British Legion Poppy Appeal.
My grateful thanks to the dedicated team of poppy collectors. who each 
year help to raise money for the poppy appeal.
I am very grateful this year to the two very kind people who volunteered 
to help the team when two of its members were temporarily unable to 
help (due to outstanding commitments.)

Also the many people who have delivered, boxes and collected 
various things appertaining to the poppy appeal, on my behalf, as I have 
not been as mobile as usual. I have been very moved by the many people 
who have offered help in all sorts of ways.

A variety of Wreaths, Crosses, small poppies, car poppies, 
window stickers and Alter poppies have all been available, on request. 
The collections have covered, house to house, The Brewers Arms, 
Stevens Farm Shop the School and Bourn House.

Again the remembrance garden has been set up on the Village 
Green(with the Beautiful hand crafted cross) for all who wish to plant 
poppy crosses or lay wreaths, at any time. Today the wreaths were laid 
on behalf of the Church by Bill Whittal, and Patrick Jeffrey on behalf of 
the Parish Council.

Lots of people attended the short service on the village green, the 
sun came out, and made it special. A gentleman of some ninety three 
years led the people into the church for the remembrance service.

The Total collected will be notified at a later date, but whatever 
the amount. Thank you one and all for the tremendous help given by so 
many people.

Eileen Hobday
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Babes and Sucklings
“If I had a vote I’d vote for the Christmas Party!”
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The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

December 2011

As a change, to celebrate the Christmas Season, there is a 
coloured cover for this issue. I hope you like it! 

 Next, I have changed the layout of the contents slightly at the 
request of the Village Hall Committee. They have asked for all village 
hall activities to be together rather than scattered. I have started with a 
table of regular events and contacts. Any future one-off events will be 
listed  in the Parish Diary. Then follow reports and articles from groups 
which use the hall and notices of forthcoming events such as a Christmas 
Fair. This arrangement has grouped the Village Hall activities into seven 
consecutive pages. 

 Recent events in the Village Hall have included a fascinating talk 
on Sailing to the Antatarctic with the WI (no they didn’t go there, they 
organised the talk!). The accompanying photos were well up to David 
Attenborough standard! Another equally enjoyable evening was 
organised by Kate Ellis with Artsreach. (See review on page 20).

 Films at the Brewers this winter are being shown on a Thursday 
evening instead of a Sunday. The next one is on 19th January (see Parish 
Diary opposite) and the rest are listed on page 27.

 Please note the Christmas period Recycling Dates on page 12. At 
least I remembered to put them in this year!

 This issue covers Christmas, so for a present suggestion, try Terry 
Hearing’s books of “History on your Doorstep” at £4-95P each from the 
Dorset Museum or Tourist Informaton Centre.

In conclusion, Sonia and I wish all of you, readers, contributors, 
advertisers, printers, collators and distributors,

A Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year, 

Brian B.
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SHIRKING RESPONSIBILITY
(With acknowledgment to Rec Vicky Thurtell)

     At the end of a lesson 
    Teacher – “So – who knocked down the walls of Jericho?”

Pupil –“It wasn’t me Miss!”
Teacher told parent of the exchange and was told – “Well, if he says it 
wasn’t him, then it wasn’t!”
Teacher then told an affluent school governor of the incident. He pulled 
out a cheque book, wrote a cheque for £1,000- and said “Take this and 
make sure the walls are repaired!”

***********************************
 On the same theme from the First World War period, Field Marshal 
Haig was trying to be friendly to his troops who had spent much of the 
war moving from one area to another. He approached a sergeant to ask – 
“And where did you start the war?” The indignant sergeant replied – “I 
did NOT start the war – Sir!”

PARISH DIARY
(For church events and services see pages 7-11, & centre pages)
      Date & Time & Event   For Venues and details see page

                                    reference in brackets [XX]
DECEMBER  
  2nd Lunchtime Toddlers Christmas Meal   [17]
  3rd 7.30pm  DCS perform Handel’s Messiah  [27]
  4th 3.30pm Serendipity music     [22]
  9th 7.30pm Grand Xmas Bingo in Martinstown Village Hall
10th 7.30pm  Advent Carols     [27]
11th 11am Toddlers Christmas Party   [17]
14th 8.30pm  Christmas Quiz in the Brewers Arms  [48]
JANUARY
14th 6pm  WI Meeting at Park House   [21]
16th 8pm  Valley Club talk Garden Folklore  [22]
19th 7.30 Free Film “The Man Who Knew Too Much” [14]
28th 7.30pm Artsreach – Matt Harvey comedy evening [20]

Physician, heal thyself!
Quote - from a doctor in Downton Abbey:- “I’ve given Mrs Hughes 
some medicine. She’ll bring it up later!”
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MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL
Chairman Vince Jones (Tel 01305 889202)

To reserve the hall contact the Booking Secretary
Kerry Swords on 01305 889199

or email kerry.swords@btinternet.com

FOR REGULAR EVENTS SEE BELOW
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December 2011

Following our AGM in October, all officers were re-elected for 
another year so that means that I am Chairman and we have Kirsty and 
Sally as Treasurer and Secretary. 

On Friday 2nd December we will be heading to the Junction in 
Dorchester for our Mums/Dads/Grandparents Christmas Meal. If you 
have not already signed up for this and would like to join us then please 
contact me asap.

Our Christmas Party will be held in the village hall on Sunday 11th

December from 11am till 2pm. All the usual fun is planned, including 
party games, a buffet lunch and of course a visit from Father Christmas! 
Everyone is welcome, just get in touch with us to co-ordinate what plate 
of food you could bring along and make sure you are aware of the “Santa 
present” arrangements. We usually have a great time so lets hope that this 
year the snow does not cancel the party!

A New Year Quiz will shortly be on sale in the usual places 
(Stevens Farm Shop, Brewers Arms and Dorchester Tourist Information 
Centre). Closing date for entries will be Friday 6th January and there will 
be a cash prize for the winner. Please support us and purchase one for £1 
as all profits will go straight into our funds to benefit the children.

If you are interested in joining us, please come along or call me 
for more information. We run every Monday, whether the schools are 
open or not, and only close for Bank Holidays. With that in mind, please 
note that we will be closed on 26th December.

Kay Dawson 889140

Quote:- “My Mum only likes little babies. When they get old like me,
 she smacks them!”       Ronald aged 5
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December 2011

We would like to thank everyone who attended our Christmas Fair, and 
helped to make it a success. We will be working on our recipe book in the New 
Year, and will be writing to all ex Guides, Brownies and Guiders and anyone 
else who has been connected to our unit to ask for their favourite recipes. We 
will test all the recipes and our favourites will go into the book. The recipes must 
not be taken from any cookery books but rather an old family recipe that you 
would like to share with everyone.

We will be issuing another quiz at the end of February and hopefully 
will also host a quiz evening sometime in the first half of next year.

Don't forget, if you are between 10 and 14 and want to come and join 
us at guides, contact either Alison or Fiona on either number below May we take 
this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Yours in Guiding,
Alison 01305 813804 and Fiona 01305

MARTINSTOWN CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR
Supporting Marie Curie Cancer Care

 This year the Fair raised a total of £500-. My thanks to 
everyone who helped make it such a success, Becky Dovey.
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JULIAS HOUSE BABY
CHILDRENS TABLE TOP SALE

(in Martinstown Village Hall)
Thank you to all that supported this event. The sale was bustling with 

bargain hunters and £200 was raised to date, pending late donations 
promised to be in the post, for Julia’s House. Special thanks go to Cedric 
and Ann, Mrs Hobday and my family and friends for their help and 
support up to and on the day.

Katrina Trevett

 Repossession possible?? 
 Sign at a Mortgage Company:-

 “Ask about our plans for owning your own home”

WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL
Free Books for Schools with Nestle Box Tops for Books

Following the ongoing success of the scheme, Nestle Whole Grain 
Cereals are again linking with Dorling Kindersley to offer even more 
fantastic FREE books for school.

Simply cut out the tokens from the tops of special packs of Nestle 
cereals and hand them in to the school. Schools can get one book for as 
little as ten tokens, so keep saving them for us please.

This is an ongoing scheme, and has been very useful for us to stock 
up on library books for all of the children to use, so thank you for your 
continued support.

We will also be collecting the Morrison's supermarket 'Lets Grow' 
vouchers which again can be taken into the school.

Thank you all once again for your continued support.
Becky Dovey ~ Foundation Governor

100 CLUBS
October £25- Brian Braidwood
  £10- Malcolm Shaw £5-Vanessa Damen

COMPTON VALENCE VILLAGE HALL
November £25- Tom Sclater

  £10- Millie Russell £5- Philippa Gale
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ARTSREACH – NEXT EVENT
MATT HARVEY “WONDERMENTALIST”

On Saturday 28th January 2012
in Martinstown Village Hall at 7.30pm

 A comedy-infused, poetically enhanced, fundamentally wonder 
filled show, dealing with a very wide variety of subjects such as 
kippers and curtains, IT and potatoes.
 Some of you have seen the show elsewhere and found it very 
funny. You may also have heard Matt on Radio 4’s “Saturday Live”.

Tickets Adult £9- U18 £7- Family £26-
If you would like any more details, please call me,

Kate Ellis, after 2pm on 01305 889535 or 07973 504609.

ARTSREACH NEW SEASON
LONDON KLEZMER QUARTET

Last month’s notice about this event mentioned the joys and 
sorrows of the world and lively and soulful music. Sonia and I arrived 
hoping the joys and lively music would prevail over the sorrows and 
soulful!. To say that our hopes were fulfilled would be an 
understatement!! In the event, the soulful music was what I would call 
“personal gipsy violin at your dinner table” style.
 The music was infectious, encouraging widespread foot tapping 
and hand clapping. Often when a stage act asks the audience for 
volunteers they are slow to appear. This time there was almost a stampede 
to take part in a wedding dance by numbers. 16 paces, then stamp 3 times 
before going left or right as directed. From where we sat it was clear that 
well over half could count to 16 and everyone stamped 3 times. After that 
only just over half knew their left from their right but 100% enjoyed 
every moment.
 All four musicians were clearly virtuosi which coupled with their 
lively sense of humour made for an exhilarating start to the Artsreach 
season.
 Well done Kate Ellis and her many volunteer helpers. These 
ranged from her vociferous brother on (and off) stage to the hardworking 
washer-uppers in the background.

Brian B.(Temporary Art Critic for Valley & Valence)
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December 2011

We were delighted to welcome over 20 visitors to our meeting in 
November to hear from Alison Stephens about sailing on the tall ship 
“Europa” to the Antarctic and to see her stunning photos.  She fulfilled 
her ambitions to see icebergs, penguins, whales and Cape Horn, plus lots 
more!  Her adventures included a Force 10 gale, climbing the mast and 
sitting in the rigging and venturing through very thick ice to a research 
station where the crew enjoyed the most Southerly barbecue ever!   

We will be holding our next meeting on Wednesday, 14 December at 
Park House at the earlier time of 6 pm so that the residents can join us 
to enjoy a musical recital from Susan and Jonathan Archer.

Post-Christmas Lunch at the Brewers – Thursday 29 December.  If 
you did not sign up for the lunch at the November meeting and would like 
to come, please contact Jill Pearce.

Scrabble – Thursday, 29 December at 7.30 pm at 1 Hardy Close.

January 2012 – Wednesday 11th  at 6.45 pm in the Village Hall.  Another 
of our members, Antonia Cook, will be telling us about her personal 
experience of running her own care home.

Angela Barrett



C:\Documents and Settings\Brian\My Documents\Parish Maga...\Dec Serendipity.jpg
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THE VALLEY CLUB

As we do not have an event in December, on behalf of the Valley 
Club Committee I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all 
for your support during the year.  We always try to present an interesting 
and varied programme, and new ideas and members are very welcome.

We will begin our 2012 events on Monday January 16th at 
8.00pm with a talk by Mike Burks from ‘The Gardens Group’ on 
‘Gardening Folklore’.  Mike is one of the founders of Castle Gardens 
in Sherborne and is the Managing Director of The Gardens Group.  He 
is a very entertaining speaker and will give us a mixture of old time 
gardening wisdom and modern planting ideas.  Do come along and be 
inspired for the Spring planting season.

The Committee wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all 
good wishes for 2012 and we look forward to seeing you at our future 
events.

Pat Willetts Tel. 889597

C:\Documents and Settings\Brian\My Documents\Parish Maga...\Dec Serendipity.jpg
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
(Abbotsbury & Portesham Branch)

Poppy Appeal Collectors. Pat Crockett, area Organiser (01305 871465) 
would like all local collectors to let her know how many years you have 
been collecting - this is to apply for awards from Poppy Appeal HQ on 
your behalf.
Poppy Appeal.  The total collected from all sources during the past 
financial year was £3616.96. The joint Village Cafe Coffee Morning 
raised £531.75 for the Appeal and we thank all those who worked hard to 
make the day a success.
Branch A.G.M. The Chairman, after a letter from Branch President Ron 
Beale, stating that he felt it time to step down. thanked Ron profusely for 
all that he had done for the Branch over more than twenty years.

Clive Palmer, Jeff Tucker, Bob Kenward also announced their 
retirement from the Committee and were thanked for their contributions.
The Committee were pleased to welcome to Branch Membership Stanley 
Groves (Chickerell) and Margaret Reeves (Dorchester) and wished them 
both a long and happy association with our Branch.
Durnovaria Silver Band Concert 7.30 pm Friday 23 December 
Portesham Village Hall. This is a special Christmas concert, in the second 
half of which you will be able to sing along to some of your favourite 
carols and other festive music. Some refreshments will be available. 
Donations of raffle prizes would be welcomed. Tickets are priced at 
£6.00 and are available in advance from John Perry (01305 871346) or 
Malcolm Pugh (01305 871001).
Branch Skittles Match, Swan Inn, Abbotsbury starts at 7 pm Monday 9 
January versus the Women's Section.   Supper will be available @ £3.50 
a head.
Christmas Greetings to all the readers of this magazine.   May the 
season be joyous and the New Year be kind to us all.
Northern Portugal 8 Day fully escorted tour from 13-20 May, 2012. 
Detailed itinerary available from Des & Jean Baker (01305 267617). Any 
profits will be shared between RBL Poppy Appeal and Dors to India 
registered charities.

Des Baker - Branch Entertainments Chairman
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ADVENT CAROLS WITH
“THE OCCASIONAL SINGERS”

St Mary’s Church, Dorchester
Saturday, December 10th at 7:30pm

Directed by Rick Birley and Richard Hall the choir combines 
technical assurance with a mellifluous.

Tickets £8 (£9 on the door) including light refreshments in the 
interval, available from Choir Members or the Tourist Information 

Centre.

Thought for the day
“Good pepul always friten bad pepul” Mark aged 7

Spring Thursdays - Film Programme
7.30pm at the Brewers Arms
 16th February “Funny Face”
 15th March “Hannibal Brooks”
 19th April “Sleepless in Seattle”
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
On Wednesday 7th December and 11th January Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 

5410) will be at Stevens Farm shop from 1pm to 1.45pm 
and

at Manor Grove Community Centre
from 1.45pm to 2.30pm on 7th December only.
On Thursday 8th December and 11th January

she will be at the Coach and Horses from 11-12.

TAILPIECE
Quotation from Mrs Amy Braidwood, the Editor’s mother

“Be thankful for your lot, even if it isn’t a lot!”
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THE BREWERS ARMS
YOUR VILLAGE PUB

01305 889361

Special Christmas Quiz 14th December at 8.30pm
==============================

Standard menu every day   12-2.30pm & 6 to 8.30pm
Kitchen closed Sunday evenings and all day Mondays

==============================
Christmas menu from 1st December £22-95

advance bookings only
==============================
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS

Date      Pub open              Kitchen open
24th Christmas Eve   12-11pm          12-2.30/Closed in evening
25th Christmas Day   12-2pm              Closed
26th Boxing Day    12-2pm              Closed
27th       12-3 & 6-11pm    12-2.30pm
28th to 30th      12-3 &6-11pm     12-2.30pm/6-8.30pm
New Year’s Eve    12-3 & 6 – late!    12-2.30pm/6-8.30pm
New Year’s Day    12-2pm     12-2pm

New Year’s Eve - Details at the pub
==============================

Once again thank you for your support,
and a very Happy Christmas from all of us!


